
Welcome to the Sustainable Kern River Coalition’s (SKRC) first electronic newsletter. 
This platform will offer regular updates on Kern County water supplies and the trade-
offs between various water uses as our region continues to feel the impacts of on-going 
droughts. Readers can expect spotlights on the SKRC’s latest and greatest fact sheets and 
resources to help inform the people of Kern County about historic Kern River water rights 
and the system that our farmers, families and businesses depend on.

New Resource Spotlight

The SKRC recently produced a brief informational video titled “The Kern River: A River 
Hard at Work for the Hard-working People of Kern County.” 

In this video, we learn that drought is 
reducing available Kern River water 
supplies that support our way of life. 
While all water users are struggling 
to meet their needs during this 
extended drought, some residents 
are advocating that we send water 
down Bakersfield’s dry Kern Riverbed 
year-round. While that’s an admirable 
goal during wet years when there is 
enough water to go around, during 
dry years it’s just not feasible and 

would necessarily mean taking water away from other beneficial uses. Watch the video to 
learn more: https://sustainablekernriver.org/resources/.
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Kern County Water Monitor

There is no shortage of media coverage when it comes to California water. Finding the most 
relevant articles to better understand how the current drought, groundwater management, 
irrigation efficiency and so many other issues stand to impact water availability in Kern 
County can be a daunting task. SKRC continues to monitor the wide range of voices 
weighing in on these subjects and more through our “Kern County Water Monitor.”

By: Ian James, LA Times | Feb. 25, 2022

A recent report from the California 
Department of Food and Agriculture shows 
that California lost over 8,700 farm jobs last 
year due to this historic drought—and many 
were our friends and neighbors here in Kern 
County. And looking down the playing field, 
it seems drought is here to stay. To prevent 
further negative impacts to the farmers 
who support Kern County’s nation-leading 
agricultural sector, all water users must agree 
to respect the law of the river—which says 
that no one water user can take more than 
their due.

California Agriculture Takes $1.2-Billion Hit During Drought, Losing 8,700 
Farm Jobs, Researchers Find

By: Bakersfield Californian Editorial Board | 
Feb. 20, 2022

Conditions in the American West for the past two 
decades, including Kern County, are the driest they 
have ever been in 1,200 years. Faced with such 
historic drought, we agree with the Bakersfield 
Californian that our water conservation measures 
must apply equitably and uniformly—for County 
and City projects just as for our residents and 
businesses. It will take the full commitment of all 
water users to acknowledge the limitations drought 
has placed on available Kern River water supplies 
and to follow the law of the river that prioritizes 
access for established beneficial uses, including 
business, agriculture, recreation and Bakersfield’s 
continued growth.

Our View: In a Drought, Even Kern County Must Save Water
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By: John Cox, Bakersfield Californian | 
Feb. 14, 2022
Agriculture is the beating heart of Kern 
County’s economy, and a healthy agricultural 
sector relies on the prosperity of our local 
farmers. And since the data clearly shows 
that Kern farmland values stabilize and 
even improve with reliable water access, 
the importance of water is clear: agriculture 
needs farmers, and farmers need water. 
Conversely, the consequences also become 
stark: if we do not protect our water rights to 
ensure stable water access for beneficial uses 
like agriculture, we risk stopping the heart of 
Kern County’s economy.

By: Melissa A. Nagel, Valley Ag Voice | Jan. 31, 
2021 

Valley Ag Voice writer Melissa A. Nagel recently wrote 
a profile on the SKRC in the publication’s February 
2022 edition. The story recognizes the Coalition’s 
commitment to protect the Kern River water rights 
that have supported our Kern County way of life for 
over a century. During dry years, when our water 
supply is limited, there simply isn’t enough water 
to go around. That is exactly the reason the law of 
the river exists, to help us prioritize water allocations 
according to well established beneficial uses like 
supporting our thriving agricultural economy.

Farmland Values Stabilize or Improve with Water Access, Crop Outlooks
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About the Sustainable Kern River Coalition

The Sustainable Kern River Coalition is a regional group of water users, community 
members and business interests who are committed to protecting and maintaining the 
rights and access to Kern River water that support the families, farmers, small businesses 
and disadvantaged communities who are the backbone of Kern County’s economy.

Follow SKRC on Twitter

Stay part of the conversation on Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/SustainTheKern. While 
the SKRC will continue to release regular 
newsletters, following the SKRC Twitter 
account is a great way to receive even more 
of our commentary and engage with us on 
the most recent Kern River water stories as 
they happen in real time.

From the farmers who have made Kern 
County into the nation’s bread basket and 
the agricultural powerhouse that it is today, 
to families enjoying the Kern River at Lake 
Isabella, Lake Ming, Hart Park and Buena 

Vista Lake, to urban drinking water, and for every water use in between, none of us are 
immune to the impacts of drought. To address this, the Sustainable Kern River Coalition 
continues to raise awareness of the critical need to adhere to the historic Kern River water 
rights that make our lives possible every day – providing the water we need to grow our 
food or run our homes and businesses.  If you or your organization is interested in joining 
the Sustainable Kern River Coalition, or in receiving additional information, contact us at 
info@sustainablekernriver.org.
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